State, Government, Politics

It is perhaps not correct to say that post-Bismarckian Ger-
many had no men of independent character. Nevertheless,
Haldane correctly described the tragedy that dogged our
work when after his visit in 1912 he said (or so I have been
told) that he was struck by the absence of men of character
in Berlin, as compared with an earlier period. The almost
religious devotion to the monarchy which the personality
of Wilhelm I had evoked did not prevent the free expression
of opinion, or limit the manifestations of character, but
under the influence of the Cabinet this devotion gradually
gave place to mere obedience.

ALFRED VON TIRPITZ,   1919

As far as Germany was concerned the menacing factor was
not the will to war, but only the disastrous mediocrity of
the politicians then in office. ALFRED VON TIRPITZ, 1919

In the hands of bad and unskilful leaders the German people
is its own greatest enemy.           ALFRED VON TIRPITZ, 1919

The German offends in respect of national exuberance only
because as an incorrigible political illusionist he wavers to
and fro between the two extremes of the dread of power and
intoxication with power.             ALFRED VON TIRPITZ;, 1919

I had the feeling that the diplomatic vocation makes demands
upon us Germans which are alien to our nation.

PAUL VON  HINDENBURG,   1919

The German did not give evidence that he was so far poli-
tically educated that he would have been in a position to
rule himself. He had to express his thoughts, no matter how
disastrous they might be at the moment. He felt that he must
gratify his vanity by letting the whole world know what he
knew and what he felt. This defect has done us greater injury
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